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The organization that would come to be known as Al Qaeda traces its roots to the anti-Soviet jihad in
Afghanistan in the 1980s. Founded as the Soviets withdrew from Afghanistan, Al Qaeda achieved a degree of
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attacks endowed the organization with world-historical importance and provoked an overwhelming
counterattack by the United States and other western countries. Within a year of 9/11, the core of Al Qaeda had
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franchised o shoots were active in the 2000s in countries like Pakistan, Iraq, and Yemen, but by early 2011, a er
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