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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from Agricultural and Rural Extension Schools in Ireland
Ireland has a total area of 32,373 square miles, or approximately 21,000,000 acres, of which about 15,000,000
are arable and the rest mountain, bog. and water. It is practically the size of the State of Maine, or slightly less
than one-half the size of Missouri, or one-third of Oregon. The population in 1011 was 4,382,000, of whom
800,000 were reported as engaged in agriculture as an occupation. This is 45 per cent of the total number
engaged in occupations, not including housewives. Public education is under the control of three di erent
boards - the Commissioners of National Education, the Intermediate Board of Commissioners, and the
Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction. The Commission of National Education, composed of 32
persons, has charge of the Irish National Schools, which constitute the elementary free public school system.
The immediate head of the system is the Resident Commissioner of National Education. Assisting him are
various o icers employed in the Department of Education, among whom are 0 chief inspectors and
approximately 66 district inspectors, or an average of 2 to each county. These are field men with inspectional
and supervisory functions similar to those of superintendents of schools in the United States. The school course
is eight years in length and includes practically the same subjects as those in the elementary schools in America.
Each school is under a local manager or trustee. The building is provided by the local community, and the
manager engages the teachers, who, however, must be approved by the Department of Education. The
teachers are paid from National funds. The administration of the course of study is...
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