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the motion of the dielectric which the disappearance of the
stress produces will be much less violent. Whether the discharge
of the electric energy takes place by radiation or by the
decomposition of the molecules will evidently depend very much
upon the nature of the gas; if the gas is one whose particles are
easily dissociated, then we should expect the discharge to take
place chiefly by the decomposition of the molecules; if, however,
the molecules are dissociated with great difficulty then we shall
expect the discharge to take place chiefly by radiation. From
what we have said, it will be seen that the discharge is more
likely to take place by decomposition at the negative than at the
positive electrode; so that we may have a case where the
discharge is by one means at one electrode and by the other at
the other...
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